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Spreadin'the love
    New, anthem extols Amelia Island's virtues 

SIAN PERRY News-Leader 

O
n a cool, clear, star-lit night last week, a small , crowd gathered as four singers harmonized around a recording studio micro​phone at the Amelia Music For Musicians store on Centre 

Street. 

They were creating the final layer of festive group vocals for "Livin' Alive (On the Island of Amelia)" by local singer, song​writer and artist Joey Daddario, 

"There's a place that I've found, Where the weak become sound. 
The broken hearted know the way, They come to live another day." 

The song is Daddario's anthem to Amelia Island, a place where he says the people have "been a huge healing, loving, intimate influence in my life." 

I’d like to see the town embrace this song with as much 
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enthusiasm as I felt writing it,” he said in a press release announcing the event. 

Daddario arranged the spe​cial live recording as a gesture to include local singers on the final cut because "the song belongs to everybody." 

"She would paint. I would play. Growing old and young each day. She whispered handing me a flower 

You've yet to see your finest hour.”
"It's nice," said Julie Brown of Fernandina Beach, a self​ described Daddario fan who was among the handful gathered 



inside the intimate venue, which is also home to Island Tobacco Inc., owned by Michael and Sherry Garbarini. 

Others stood outside on the sidewalk, peering in through the bay window decorated for the Christmas season. 

  ''I think it's wonderful – he’s ​got 
quite a spirit there. Good rhythm, good voices and profes​sional," said Brown. 

  Susan Gallion of the group GMT, which plays Wednesday nights at the Green Turtle on Third Street, Jean Scheff, who performs with the Roger Hawk Dixie Angels legends band, and Mac McClelland, who has lived and performed on Amelia Island since 1955, formed Daddario's backup vocals. 

"I find every opportunity to sing," said Gallion, who has played numerous venues with Daddario. It was the first time the trio had sung together, but after just a few spirited takes they had the chorus down. 



"Livin' Alive on the Island of  Amelia. 

The people there say this place will surely heal ya. 

When I was lost and tired and needed a new start, 

Amelia left a light on in the dark, Offered me a dance under the stars.” 

"Livin' Alive" is decidedly upbeat, with a pop-reggae rhythm and a catchy melody and lyrics. It extols not just the place, but also its people, who Daddario calls "truly exceptional." 

“The words are based on the emotionally healing effect the island has had on me and oth​ers," Daddario said. "I've heard many people share that they arrived here broken in some way and found much love and caring from others. I've never lived any place where I've experienced this." 
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Daddario, who has lived on Amelia Island for four years, began writing music at age 13 and has six albums to his credit as well as three ASCAP Plus Awards, given by the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers to select composers. His music has been used in film and TV and he lays claim to nearly 1 million com​bined plays and downloads. 

He hopes "Livin' Alive" will receive radio airplay, and said the song will be on his upcoming seventh album. Before that, it will be available online for downloading, and a CD single will be at shops that want to carry it. 

While the music industry typically gauges a song's suc​cess by its sales and place on the charts, Daddario meas​ures "success" in other ways. 

"Mostly, I pray the song does what only music seems able to do - bring people together in a favorable way, encouraging them to love and appreciate their neighbor." 

"Someday when I leave I'll think how sad it would have been, If I'd not been rescued by the real life heroes living in ... " 
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